
First Christian Church of Lawrenceville                                             May 2020 

Greetings my beloved family!

As I sit down to write this letter, I feel like Paul addressing one of the many                        
churches he pastored from a distance. Thankfully, I am not currently in prison                               
or exile! :)

We have now lived in our present reality for six weeks, with weeks still ahead of us. 
Though the Governor is lifting the shelter-in-place warning tonight at 11:59pm, LFCC will 
continue to worship together virtually for the foreseeable future. We must remember that the 
stay-at-home order for our advanced citizens and persons with conditions and realities deemed 
vulnerable towards COVID-19, still runs through May 13th. As a leadership, the safety of our 
members is our first concern. As situations change in Georgia, we will revisit a time and strategy 
for our safe return to our sanctuary. 

As we continue to acclimate to our new reality, my prayer for you is that you all take care 
of yourselves. For those who are always at a computer (children and adults), know that “screen 
fatigue” is a real phenomenon. Find time to unplug. Take a safe walk, find a stimulating 
conversation partner, or fall back on a hobby. If you are feeling lonely and isolated, reach out to 
someone. The Directory is public, so please, take advantage. Call me if you’d like! If I can’t 
answer you immediately, I can and will return your call! But, do not suffer alone! Your 
emotional health is just as important as your physical, mental, and spiritual. In fact, this is 
exactly why we offer activities Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, in addition to Sunday. We want 
to offer all of you an outlet to spend time with one another and take your mind off of the 
difficulty of the situation.

Despite all that is going on, God is still God and great things are still occurring! 
Anniversaries and birthdays, significant milestones for younger and older, and so many other 
charms of life. As a church family, I don’t know if we have ever been more connected. Each of 
you have offered love and support across the virtual airwaves, which has given us a wellspring 
of joy that is evident even to those who visit us online. This is probably the greatest blessing of 
our time together. Let’s continue this trend now and forever, so we can be the church that God 
has called us to be!

I love you all. Please continue to pray for each other. As we have many wonderful things 
to celebrate, we are still dealing with many difficulties as well. Pray unceasingly. There is power 
in prayer! May God continue to bless this body and all its extensions!

Love, Pastor Richard
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Grace in Times of Stress
a reflection by evan junker

Sam Houston was known to be a drinker and womanizer among other things. He married multiple 
times, finally to a devout Baptist who seemingly changed his ways immediately. He was baptized by 
immersion in Little Rocky Creek, just outside of Independence, Texas. The minister, upon raising 
him from the creek, said to Houston, “Your sins are washed away!” A stone-faced Houston replied, 
“God help the poor fish below.”

It is easy to believe that a humorous quip such as this is not relevant to our modern lives. But I have 
found that Houston quote in the voices of those on phone calls and the faces of those on zoom 
videoconferences in recent weeks. It is a sad testament to the idea of a “zero-sum” existence. If we 
are given something, we must pay something. If someone else expects something, they must give us 
something. There is no such thing as a free lunch, it is only fair, you get what you deserve, and other 
such sayings underlie our human interactions.

With the onset of the pandemic, many of us experienced increased stress and lowered patience – 
with both ourselves and others. I found myself hypercritical of my own work as well as those of 
others. The smallest things aroused frustration and sadness, while joy and excitement remained 
elusive. A wild vulture living in my barn was hurt by a feral cat and I was forlorn for days! When a 
client deadline was missed you would have thought someone had stabbed me!

One night I lay awake stewing over how to confront a neighbor over a slight transgression of their 
property line. Around 2AM I found myself reflecting on 1 Peter 4:8-10:

“Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be 
hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.”

Well, if that didn’t smack me upside the head like a brick! I was going about my frustrations the 
wrong way! I had focused so much on maintaining things the way they were before the pandemic, I 
was not willing to act as we are taught as Christians – through love, hospitality and grace. I kept 
holding myself and others to standards that were simply not feasible and responding in ways 
seeking to make things “fair” or “right” or “even” – to resolve the zero-sum game in my favor. But 
God’s grace is not a zero-sum thing – and his instructions to us call us to a higher standard.

I started doing my daily meditations again. I began looking for silver linings in things. I became 
more patient with myself – and others. When we reflect on the grace of God and all it empowers us 
to do, we can see what is possible to accept in a time of stress. I have had no shortage of things go 
awry. In fact, more stresses come at me every day! Yet each day I find myself more and more at 
peace – with myself, with others, and with God. Grace has given me a superpower over stress. I 
hope it may serve you as well.



# 

May 2: 
Friday Vespers 7pm

May 3:
Sunday Service 10:50am
Leadership Council 6pm

May 4:  
Monday Night Fellowship 7pm

May 6:
Bible Study 6:30pm

May 8: 
Friday Vespers 7pm

May 10:
Mother’s Day

Sunday Service 10:50am

May 11:
Monday Night Fellowship 7pm

May 13:
CWF/DWF 1pm

Bible Study 6:30pm

May 15:
Friday Vespers 7pm

May 17:
Sunday Service 10:50am

May 18:
Monday Night Fellowship 7pm

May 20:
Bible Study 6:30pm

May 22:
Friday Vespers 7pm

May 24:
Sunday Service 10:50am

May 25:
Monday Night Fellowship 7pm

May 27:
Bible Study 6:30pm

CWF/DWF 1pm

May 29:
Friday Vespers 7pm

May 31:
Sunday Service 10:50am

May Calendar
(all programming will take place via Zoom until further notice)
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Note: As the situation with COVID-19 develops, this information is subject to change. 
Please watch our Facebook page and weekly e-gram for updates.

Zoom Info
To access Zoom on your 
computer/smartphone: click this link!

https://zoom.us/j/8075877203

For reference, our Meeting ID is: 807 587 7203

To access Zoom through telephone, follow 
these steps:

Step 1. Call this number: (646) 558-8656

Step 2.  When it asks for your meeting ID, type these 
numbers: 8075877203#
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He is Risen!

    Zoom Bible Study!

Back to recording services in the church!

Our church continues to give to 
our community during this crisis!



# 

May 1: 
Matthew Britt

Gabriel Evatt-Machado

May 3:
Rosie Tripp

May 5:
Lynn Lane

May 10:  
Barbara Bagwell

May 13:
Kayla Lee

Thomas McAfee

May 15: 
Tony Ramirez

May 16:
Brendon Parks

May 18:
Debbie Huff

May 23:
Tommy Hlass

May 25:
Eileen McCollough

May 27:
Julie Lee

May 29:
Karla Johnson

Matt Hall

May 31:
Mabel Simmons

May Birthdays
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First Christian Church of Lawrenceville 
3495 Sugarloaf Parkway 

       Lawrenceville, GA 30044 
Prayer for Spiritual Growth

Please continue to pray this prayer along with Pastor 
Richard as we follow Jesus a little farther on the way.

Gracious Father, we ask spiritual growth for ourselves, 
our families and friends, and especially for our community 
of faith, Lawrenceville First Christian. Grant us growth in 

understanding and willingness to be your body in this 
world. Empower us to live the mission of Christ: to preach, 
teach, heal, and make disciples. In joyful thanksgiving for 

the blessing of Your presence in our lives, compel us to 
share You with everyone we meet. May our commitment to 

You deepen, our lives be joyfully yours. Make us a God-
centered people. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen
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